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Presentation Overview

ÅPlanning Process 

ÅFinal Draft Specific Plan:

ÁOrganization

ÁKey Recommendations

ÅGeneral Plan and Map Amendments

ÅZoning Code and Map Amendments

ÅEnvironmental Review

ÅStaff Recommendations
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Specific Plan Context
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Downtown Watsonville Specific Plan Area



Downtown Watsonville Specific Plan| 5

Existing 
Conditions + 

Visioning

Guiding 
Principles + 

Overall 
Framework

Alternatives
Plan 

Development

Specific Plan

Review

Environment
al Analysis 

and 
Adoption

Specific Plan Process Overview
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Community Engagement Efforts

ÁStakeholder Interviews & Focus Groups

ÁAdvisory Committee Meetings (9)

ÁCommunity-Wide Workshops (3)

ÁPop-Up Events (9)

ÁOnline Engagement 

o Themes and Guiding Principles Feedback (100 comments)

ÁCommunity-Wide Surveys (2)

o Strengths, Issues, & Opportunities Survey (665 respondents)

o Public Spaces, Character Areas, Streetscape & Bike Network (257 respondents)

ÁCity Council Updates (3)
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Specific Plan Overview
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Plan Structure

ÁChapter 1: Introduction

ÁChapter 2: Downtown Vision, Goals & Policy Direction

ÁChapter 3: Design Framework

ÁChapter 4: Mobility and Transportation

ÁChapter 5: Public Realm Improvements

ÁChapter 6: Land Use and Zoning

ÁChapter 7: Historic Preservation

ÁChapter 8: Infrastructure

ÁChapter 9: Implementation 

ÁAppendices
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Plan Objectives

ÁCreate an active, vibrant 18-hour downtown

ÁCelebrate historic buildings, open space and 
street grid

ÁFoster mixed use and higher intensity 
development to bring more residents downtown

ÁImprove the pedestrian experience

ÁSupport active modes of transportation

ÁReduce greenhouse gas emissions
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Chapter 2: Vision, Goals & Policies

ÁPreserve key elements that make Downtown unique 

ÁEstablish a varied choice of uses and experiences for our diverse community

ÁCreate housing opportunities for all 

ÁPromote local economic prosperity 

ÁCreate a vibrant, safe, and active Downtown

ÁFoster a healthy, inclusive, and culturally connected community where all can thrive 

ÁRe-imagine and innovate mobility options and connections 

ÁIncorporate sustainable design elements to improve community health
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Chapter 2: Vision, Goals & Policies

ÁLAND USE

ÁURBAN DESIGN

ÁAFFORDABLE HOUSING AND HOUSING 
PRODUCTION

ÁANTI-DISPLACEMENT 

ÁHISTORIC PRESERVATION

ÁECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

ÁMOBILITY AND PARKING

ÁTRANSIT

ÁINFRASTRUCTURE


